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REPORT 


The Committee on thi Judiciary to which was refer he bill 
S. 1782) for the relief of Mrs. Despina Hodos, having considered the 
+} 

{ 


same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 


that the bill do pass 


PURPOSI | 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status o perman L residence 
in the United States to Mrs. Despina Hodos. ‘The bill provides for 
an appropriati quota deduction and for the paviment of the required 


visa fee and head tax 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 46-year-old native of Rumania who 
claims to be stateless She last entered the United States as a visitor 
on May 17, 1950, for the purpose of attending her husband’s funeral 
Her husband had come to the United States to attend the Congress of 
Surgeons. Mrs. Hodos is presently a secretary m the Rumanian unit 
of the National Committee for Free Europe. 

A letter dated March 29, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with refer- 
ence to S. 599 which is a similar bill introduced in this Congress for 
the relief of the same alien, reads as follows: 
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Marcu 29, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 599) for the relief of Mrs. Despina 
Hodos, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Mrs. Despina Hodos shall be permitted to remain 
in the United States until December 31, 1951. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Hodos, nee Golescu, a native of Rumania, was born in Bucha- 
rest, Rumania, on October 3, 1905. She claims to be stateless. Coming from 
France, she entered the United States at the port of New York by plane on May 
17, 1950, when she was admitted for 4 months under section 3 (2) of the Immigra- 
tion Act of 1924, for the express purpose of attending her husband’s funeral and 
settling his estate. Since June 1, 1950, Mrs. Hodos has been employed as asecre- 
tary in the Rumanian unit of the National Committee for Free Europe, Inc., in 
New York City, earning $200 a month. On November 21, 1950, a warrant of 
arrest in deportation proceedings was issued against her, charging that she has 
remained in this country for a longer time than permitted after her admission as a 
visitor. S. 4004 was introduced in the Eighty-first Congress on her behalf and 
would have granted permission for her to remain in this country until December 
31, 1950. Proceedings to enforce her departure were ordered held in abeyance 
pending consideration of the instant bill. 

The files further reflect that Mrs. Hodos’ husband died in New York City on 
May 14, 1950, and that he had come to this country to attend the Congress of 
Surgeons. Mrs. Hodos stated that from 1945 until 1948 she was secretary to 
Queen Mother Helen of Rumania and that she left Rumania for France with 
Queen Helen at the time of King Michael’s abdication about January 1948, and 
resided in Paris until she came to this country. Her father is deceased and her 
mother resides in Bucharest 

Mrs. Hodos has violated the terms of her admission by accepting employment. 
Furthermore, she has already remained in the United States for a longer time 
than the period for which she was admitted and apparently is not eligible for an 
administrative extension of her stay in this country since there is a question as 
to whether she is a bona fide visitor. The record fails to present considerations 
to warrant granting the proposed relief 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp 
De puly Attorne / Genera 


Senator Brien McMahon, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in support of the bill: 


INFORMATION REGARDING Mrs. Despina Hopos, NEE GoLesct 


Born in Rumania. Bucharest, on October 3, 1905 


Vationalit 


} 


Stateless (deprived of the Rumanian nationality by the present Communist 
vovernment det ree No. 125 rf July 6 1948 
Religior 

Orthodox Christian (Rumanian Orthodox Church 
Marital status 

Widow. 


iS 

Temporary visa valid 4 months. Now residing under the protection of a bill 
introduced for my relief by Senator Paul Douglas of [ltinois, S. 599, January 22 
(legislative day, January 8), 1951. 


Ed ication 


High school in Bucharest, Rumania. Rumanian Red Cross Nursing School, 
graduated in 1929. Stahl’s Secretarial School in Bucharest, Rumania. 
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Present occupation 

Research worker with the National Committee for a Free Europe, 350 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 
Employment history 

From January 1934 to September 1942, private secretary of the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. Bucharest, Rumania. From September 1942 to January 1948, 
private secretary to Her Majesty Queen Helen of Rumania. In January 1948 
forced to leave Communist Rumania as a member of the royal household, without 
the right to return. (When leaving Rumania as a member of the royal household, 
following King Michael’s forced abdication, I was given a passport by the Com- 
munist government of Rumania. This passport was valid for 6 months and 
specified that I was not allowed to return to Rumania. In May 1950 arrived in 
New York to attend the funeral of my husband Dr. Nicolas Hodos, M. D. He 
had been invited in the United States for a few months to attend a surgical 
convention and visit several clinics and medical schools. He died suddenly in 
New York on May 14, 1950. In June 1950 I started to work as a research worker 
with the National Committee for a Free Europe. 
Political activity 

I have never been engaged in party politics. But I have had anti-Communist 
activities in Rumania. My name was mentioned during the Maniu trial. 

he committee, after consideration of all the facts im the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1782) should be enacted. 
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